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Southern Stars 2023 – Embrace 
Our Southern Stars dancers have been reheasing over the last few months and it is finally here.  Live performances start today and 
continue on Saturday.  Well done to all the participants on your hard work.  Thank you to Ms Newtown and Ms Buckley for your 
enthusiam, hard work and passion in preparing our dancers for their time in the spotlight. 

  

   
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Respect 
Respect means caring for 
and valuing yourself and 
sharing kindness and 
consideration for others. 

Responsibility 
Responsibility means being 
trustworthy and 
accountable for your 
behaviour. 

Safety 
Safety means protecting 
the well-being and security 
of everyone in our school. 

Cooperation 
Cooperation means getting 
along by working and 
playing together. 
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Principal’s Message 

 

Welcome to Week 6. It is crazy to think we are halfway through this term already. It has a been 
a busy, busy term and staff and students have managed to squeeze in so much learning and 
fun into the last few weeks. 
 
This week we celebrated book week, which recognises our love of reading and story. The 
Children's Book Council releases the names of the CBCA book award winners during Book 
Week and to celebrate this BPS had a drop everything and read afternoon on Monday and 
teachers shared the nominated books with their class. Mr Gore ran a colouring in competition 
and handed out book prizes to the winners today at assembly. One student told me at the gate 
that he had already read half of his prize before home time....this makes my heart sing to hear 
we love books so much at our school! 
 
Our students who love the arts also had a big week this week. Many of our students 
participated in the Southern Stars Performance rehearsals and shows over the last few days. A 
number of our First Nations students will be representing our school in the Aboriginal dance 
group which is so exciting. I am going to the show Friday night and cannot wait to see our stars 
on stage! Thanks to Miss Newton and Miss Buckley for all the work in organising and to the 
parents, support staff and office ladies for also assisting with the behind the scenes work in 
getting these big events to happen. Miss Thompson is also assisting the regional creative team 
this week and will be busy behind the scenes. 
 
Last week we saw the mobile dental clinic visit our school. They were able to see over 90 
students in their van delivering fluoride treatments, fillings and even x-rays! Information and 
recommendations will be emailed directly to parents, so look out for this in your inbox. Some 
students did miss out due to illness or notes handed in too late. We will be booking the service again in 2024 for a longer period to 
aim to treat more students with this free service. 
 
Mr Osborne has been in touch with me, and he is happy to report his recovery from surgery is going well. He was back walking last 
week and exercising as part of his recovery. He will be extending his leave until the end of this year and into early 2024. Mr Osborne 
has decided that he will not be returning to BPS and will continue leave with the view to retire. He is still helping me behind the 
scenes and I’m keeping him updated on all the great things that the school is doing. We will celebrate the many years he has led our 
school closer to his final date of service. Stay tuned for more information what this will look like when we approach the end of his 
leave in 2024. I am honoured to continue to relieve as Principal at this beautiful school while he is on leave. 
 
I hope that you all are keeping well and looking after yourself in this time where many people are falling ill with colds and flu. Thank 
you to those families who have been keeping children at home when they are not well. Those longer days and more sunlight give 
me hope that spring and summer are just around the corner! 
 
Kind regards 
Melanie Bowden 
Relieving Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
School Events 

 

Friday 1 September 

Regional Athletics Carnival 

Stage 2 Excursion – Taronga 

Zoo 

 

Tuesday 5 September 

Yr 6 Bakesale fundraiser 

 

Thursday 7 September 

Kinder Orientation 9.30am 

Assembly 12.40pm 

 

Friday 15 September 

Sport Gala Day 

Stage 1 Excursion – 

Wollongong Art Gallery 

 

 

 

 

External Assessments Term 3 
 

• Year 6 Check In Assessment will be held in Week 8 & 9 of this term. Students will participate in 
reading, writing and numeracy assessments. 
 

Students are required to bring headphones from home. 
 

• ISHS Targeted Academic Program Test for Year 6 that applied will be conducted on Wednesday 
30 August at 9am 
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  Attendance Matters 

 

 
 
 
 

First Nations family PLP and BBQ afternoon 
Our First Nation families are invited to attend a BBQ in Week 9, Wednesday 13 
September at 3:30pm to discuss and review your child’s Personalised Learning Pathway 
(PLP).  A PLP is designed to build on a student’s personal strengths and needs. Learning 
goals for literacy, numeracy and a personal and cultural goal will be discussed during a 
three-way conversation with your child and their classroom teacher/s.  
We look forward to seeing you there. 
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Attendance Term 3

Week 3 Wondangar Week 4 Wondangar Week 5 Djeera
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First Nations News 

Term 3 Week 3 
 
NAIDOC Community Feedback survey 
A note was sent home to families to seek feedback on this year’s NAIDOC events. The survey can be completed even if you were not 
able to attend. A link to the survey is included;  https://forms.gle/W929GsfcJvj2wi1n6 
 
Yarning Circle Meeting 
This week’s meeting focused on the upcoming PLP barbeque, an update on the two locations being considered for the Indigenous 
Garden and creating designs for the new sports polo shirt using the murals created last year by our First Nations students with 
Aunty Lorraine Brown and Aunty Narelle Thomas. The four murals can be seen below as well as what the Aunties wrote about the 
meaning of each mural. Mr Peckham spoke about staff, and First Nations parents and students being involved in creating designs 
using the four murals. This will take place before the end of Term 3 to enable the design chosen by the school and community to be 
produced during Term 4. 
 
First Nations Library space 
A section of the library is to become a First Nations space. It will display the animal and plant murals created with the Aunties from 
Coomaditchie and will include library furniture with First Nations designs. 
 
Thank you 
Aboriginal Education Team 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This shows the mouth of our lake, the opening into the 
ocean. 
This is where the arrival of the first Dharawal people 
came too. 
Windang Island - The canoe of the huge whale and 
starfish with the ocean’s water flowing into the lake; a 
place full of life. 
There are many birds and an abundance of shell foods 
with the hands showing our place - Berkeley. 

 
The Animals - The handprint showing our area Berkeley 
with the animals in and around our bushland. 
There are frogs, birds, kangaroos, wombats, echidna, 
grubs and butterflies. 
A place of hidden wonder 

 
This is our big island at the back of the Fish Co-op. It’s 
a rainforest area; beautiful and green with the huge 
centre tree. 
Our waters of prawns, jellyfish and fish. The harbour is 
where the pelicans love to perch on the rocks and lay 
on the sand. It’s their place/our place. 

 
The kids wanted the plants that were used by the local 
Aboriginal people. 
Some of the plants are edible, some medicinal and 
some are a part of the local Dreaming stories and how 
they came to be. 
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What’s Cooking in the Kitchen 

   
Some of our students made bushtucker food for Naidoc Week - Ria, Adalyn and Lilly. 
Our Stage 2 students learning how to make stir-fry – Cameron and Tyrell. 
 
Liesl Burnett 
Cooking teacher 

When My Teacher is Away 
 

Often, we see students worried or displaying anxious behaviours when their 
usual classroom teacher or support staff are absent from school.  
Below is a link to the Inclusive Practice Hub which covers this very topic in a 
very user-friendly way.  
 
There is an audio version and two visual social stories (one which you can 
add your own images).  
https://education.nsw.gov.au/campaigns/inclusive-practice-hub/all-resources/primary-resources/school-
stories/when-my-teacher-is-away 

Thank you to everyone who donated to Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea this year. Berkeley Public School raised $777.00. 
Investment in research has helped increase cancer survival rates from 49% in the 1980s to 69% today. Because of research, more 
people are surviving cancer than ever before. And every day, brilliant Australian researchers are working to unlock more of cancer’s 
secrets. 
Barbara Clegg 
Coordinator 
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