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NAIDOC Week Activities 

Respect 
Respect means caring for 
and valuing yourself and 
sharing kindness and 
consideration for others. 

Responsibility 
Responsibility means being 
trustworthy and 
accountable for your 
behaviour. 

Safety 
Safety means protecting 
the well-being and security 
of everyone in our school. 

Cooperation 
Cooperation means getting 
along by working and 
playing together. 
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Principal’s Message 

 

Welcome back to Term 3! It is so nice to start to see the longer days. I appreciate that sunlight 
when driving home from work rather than arriving home in the dark. Mother sun is shining 
that little bit harder each day to remind us spring is just around the corner, and we are almost 
ready for Ngoonungi, the Dharawal season where the weather gets warmer and the flying 
foxes begin to gather. 
 
 

It has been a busy first three weeks and our staff and students have managed to fit so much 
into them. Week 1 saw us celebrate NAIDOC Week. The theme this year highlighted the 
importance of connecting with our local elders and celebrating the importance they play in our 
children’s lives. We celebrated with an assembly and activities. It was a great day of learning 
and fun. 
 
This week we celebrated Education Week. The theme this year was celebrating 175 years of 
public education in our state. It was so nice to see community visiting to see our Kindergarten 
recognise 100 days of school. So many great costumes! Wednesday saw the amazing school 
performance at the choral festival at Wollongong Town Hall. Thank you, Miss Newton and Miss 
Buckley, for the work with the choir. Thursday, we read to our parents and carers and Friday 
saw a dress up of what I want to be when I grow up. The money raised from this mufti day will 
go towards the Year 6 gift to school. We are so grateful we could celebrate this week with all 
our community recognising that many of our parents also attended Berkeley PS as children and 
are still supporting the great public school we have! 
 
Notes have gone home for a free dental clinic this term. This will be held over Week 5 starting 
Monday 14 August. If you would like your child to participate in the free service, please send 
the notes back in.  
 
NAPLAN results have also been released to families. Inside the envelope there is a note 
explaining the changes to NAPLAN reporting. The executive team will be meeting this term to 
discuss our school results and how we can improve our teaching based on the results of the 
Year 3 and 5 students. If you have any questions or concerns from your child’s report, please 
contact your child’s teacher to make a meeting. 
 
Well done to the Year 1 students who participated with Ms Garling this semester as part of her 
intensive reading program. I had the pleasure of awarding them with their certificate this 
week. 
 

                                        
 
Lastly, Djeera students with Miss Quintal took part in painting a surfboard as part of Education Week celebrations at Stockland 
Shellharbour. The class was assisted by Mr Rob Naylor, a local artist who worked with the students to paint and decorate the 
project. 
The finished surfboard is on display at Shellharbour Square if you would like to see it.  
 
Kind regards 
Melanie Bowden 

 
School Events 

Monday 7 August 

P & C Meeting 5.30pm 

 

Wednesday 9 August 

Surfsense Yr 2, 4 & 6 

 

Thursday 10 August 

Assembly 12.40pm 

District Athletics Carnival 

 

Friday 11 August 

District Athletics Carnival 

 

Monday 14-Friday 18 August 

Dental Clinic 

 

Monday 21-Friday 25 August 

Book Week 

 

Friday 1 September 

Regional Athletics Carnival 

 

Tuesday 5 September 

Yr 6 Bakesale fundraiser 

 

Thursday 7 September 

Kinder Orientation 9.30am 

Assembly 12.40pm 

 

Friday 15 September 

Sport Gala Day 
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Relieving Principal 
 

 
  Attendance Matters 

 

It’s not OK to be away  
• Attendance every day at school is important for your child’s progress. It helps build friendships, life-long work habits and 

makes sure learning takes place.  

• Wherever possible, dental and medical appointments should be made out of school hours.  

• If your child is absent from school, please contact the school or write a brief note to explain your child’s absence. You must 

state the reason why your child has been absent, eg type of illness or reason for leave. Saying my child “was away” is not 

good enough.  

• An explanation must be provided to the school within 7 days of an absence. 

 
First Nations News 

Term 3 Week 3 
 
NAIDOC week - For Our Elders Ceremony and Activities 
On Thursday 20 July, Berkeley celebrated NAIDOC. Elders and community watched our First Nations students take part in several 
dances with Layne Brown and Uncle Peter Button on yidaki. Aunty May Button delivered a Welcome to Country and later with Uncle 
Peter cut the cake at the morning tea.  
 
After the morning tea for Elders and community, students took part in four rotating activities learning how to make Johnny cakes, 
played Indigenous games with help from Illawarra Sports High First Nations students, learnt Dharawal names for plants and animals 
in our four school murals and made animals from local Dharawal Dreaming story ‘Goon Na Ghun and Wondangar’.  
 
Stockland Shellharbour Surfboard painting with Rob Naylor 
Last week Rob Naylor, a local First Nations artist worked with Djeera students to paint a surfboard for Education Week to celebrate 
175 years of education. It will be on display at Stockland Shellharbour. 
 
Aboriginal Garden update 
Matt Mackay and the Aboriginal team are looking at other proposed sites for the garden that will make it more accessible and safer 
for all students. 
 
Thank you 
Aboriginal Education team 
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‘100 Days of Kindergarten’ 
 
This week, Kindergarten celebrated a huge milestone in their first year of schooling here at Berkeley Public School.  To 
mark this 100 days, students celebrated with lots of fun activities, dress ups and a teddy bear picnic.  Thank you to 
parents and carers who came along to this event, and for the magnificent costumes students wore.  We are so proud of 
our Kindergarten students and can’t wait to see what the next 100 days of success will look like. 
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